The Man in the Moon

Told by

Orville Hicks / related to Ray Hicks

Adapted by Melinda Waegerle


Once there were two men traipsing down a dusty rutted road deep in the mountains of North Carolina.  One man was a generous man and full of love in his heart.  He cared and he shared what he had with others.  The other man was a stingy man and empty of compassion.  He cared for himself and no other.  On their walk they yakked until a bird fell out of the sky and to the ground.  The bird lay broken winged on the ground.  The bird chirped pitiful sounds.  

The generous man carefully scooped up the bird and tucked it into his shirt.   He took it home and nursed it back to health.  He fed, watered and put a splint on the broken wing.  The bird healed and before it flew off it gave the generous man a cowcumber seed.  The generous man planted the seed.

The seed grew in size with all the care and attention it was given.  In fact it was the biggest cowcumber vine the generous man had ever seen.  The vines were thick and twisted around everywhere.  The cowcumber vine had colossal sized fruit growing on it.  The generous man cut open a fruit and it was full of silver coins!  He showed the coins to the stingy man.

Well that got the stingy man a think’in.  The stingy man gathered up a pocket full of stones.  He tossed the stones until he hit a bird and broke its delicate wing.  He scooped the bird up and carried it home.  He took care of the bird by feeding it and binding up its wing.  The bird healed and gave the stingy man a cowcumber seed.  The stingy man planted the seed, watered it and anxiously waited for the vine to grow.  The seed grew into an enormous vine that twined, swirled, twirled and reached up beyond the clouds in to the sky.  The stingy man could not see a single fruit.  The stingy man began to clamber up the vine and he clumbed up so far he was on the moon!  He found nary a fruit.  He was full sore bitter and stomped his foot.  The vine instantly withered and died.  The stingy man was stuck on the moon.  That is why there is a man on the moon.  You can see it for yourself, go out into the starry night and give him a howdy do!

Orville Hicks / NC storyteller/ Jack Tales

1. Intro & review

2. Warm-up / shake and stretch / 

3. Challenge – movement / short explore/ use lazy bone steps, strong steps, soft jumps, tiny jumps, grabs, swoops, twists

4. Partner challenge- follow your partner/ till you hear reverse

5. We have been stretching and moving.  Storytellers stretch your minds and the truth sometimes too!  As do choreographers or dance makers.  Have you ever seen a dance that told a story...?  One kind of story that I particularly enjoy are tall tales.  They stretch my imagination into thinking in new ways and reality too!  Can you think of some famous tall tales? (Paul Bunyon, John Henry).  One famous storyteller I know is called Orville Hicks...

6. I have a story that I would like to share with you.  Eventually we will turn this into a choreographed tall tale.  The movements will tell the story.  First we need to understand the story.  We need to know who the characters are, the setting, the mood (sometimes music helps with that), what the events are and how to put them in a sensible sequence.  What else do we need for a story?

7. Read story.  Circle characters, box in setting, put a * by words you are not sure of. Some words are colloquialisms (common language to a specific area or time).

8. List and explore movements for----

9. Sequence of events: 

Set scene, traipse, bird fly/fall, scoop by generous, bind, bird gives, plant, grow, fruit, coins, stingy/stone, throw, scoop, bind, bird gives, plant, watch, goes berserk, climb, stomp, plant withers, stare up and wave.

